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Forgotten but not Gone:
Lantau Otter Conservation Project

EBAIMEE B BERINAEEINK BRI
Otter image captured by the infrared camera in the Deep Bay wetland

RE-2024-04

HRIEE

Research Projects
=EERSEEYE

Kadoorie Farm and Botanic
Garden Corporation

AT &l

KU A B B A KE Rt
Lantau Island boasts ideal habitats for
otters

AEHBRE KB EEERERIGE
Hong Kong’s Eurasian Otter is
primarily active at night

EABMERBA
Non-invasive genetic analysis

AISMBHEES 22
Infrared cameras monitoring

BREZ K BRAY 2 IR
Footprints of the Eurasian Otter

bi:3

This project.will‘survey the coastal
region of Lantau Island and its
adjacent waters

Otter spraint discovered in the
Brothers Marine Park by KFBG in
2024

WA - KIELLE "8, 53
RAEEBEB KB ?

ZEEE O DIEHNR=-—AtNREKBENXE - £858 - MW ENSEHAEEAELERNEEKE -
WSAEERRREEE—F  HEREBSHAMHERER - (FRRMERAPHIRRREE - KEER
EENFREBE - BHEERAFKADIAE -

HEfREFiEL  FEEESEEYEBHRERR2024FBIME RIALLKRW K NE T BEABEH
BIRM KD - RANEBKBREBRFNNEFE -

R ZSIRE AR I OFERMERNRAERF ; THOBEKBEER - R 2R EEAEL
KEEINRE  SENEEEEaFHERMUENNETNEFAE - BEEBGEBMIMEGRE - WSIA
TREA ) BIER  EEFAREERRATARDIMIKER - LEEHFRERELRZENFEDREK
BRIRAOKMBIERY - MEOh - IHBINETHRRAEMER MR G - E—PEBABILKBEREREREX
BRI REFRE - WIRILRERERERE - 155 - BETRER BT ENEREE - DU
PREKBRBNES -

Forgotten but not Gone: Lantau Otter Conservation Project

Do you know that otters still exist in Hong Kong?

Once upon a time, the Pearl River Delta, with its dense network of waterways and wetlands, was a paradise
for otters. In Hong Kong, their footprints were once found across all waters, including Lantau Island; today,
however, they are largely restricted to the Deep Bay area and face a high risk of local extinction. As a top
predator in the wetland ecosystems, otters play a vital role in maintaining ecological balance and therefore
hold significant conservation value in Hong Kong, yet they remain understudied locally.

In 2024, after more than half a century, the otter research team of Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden (KFBG)
unexpectedly rediscovered a verified sign of Eurasian otter in the Brothers Marine Park in northern Lantau
waters, bringing new hope for otter conservation in Hong Kong.

Lantau Island boasts many natural wetlands and coastal areas, such as mangroves and estuaries, that
provide suitable habitats for otters. This project will launch the first comprehensive otter survey on Lantau,
covering its entire coastal region and the Brothers Marine Park. Survey methods include otter sign transect
surveys, the use of conservation detection dogs to assist in searches, non-invasive genetic analysis, and
infrared camera trapping. These multiple research methods aim to determine whether there is still an
undiscovered otter population exists on Lantau. Additionally, through interviews and habitat assessments,
the project will also evaluate the past and present distribution and status of otters on Lantau, as well as the
threats they face, to inform evidence-based conservation recommendations. A series of otter-themed
outreach activities will also be organised to raise public awareness and engagement in otter conservation.
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