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This research project aims to document the military history of Lan tau Island from the early modern 
period to the mid-20th century, and to explore the historical, military, and technological contexts of 
the island's military-related built heritage. The project team also plans to create a Geographic 
Information System (GIS)-based database to archive the history and culture of Lantau Island. This 
database will support conservation, education, and planning efforts, and lay the groundwork for 
future datasets covering different aspects of Lan tau's history and culture. 
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Lantau Island, situated between the Pearl River estuary and Hong Kong Island, has historically held strategic and economic importance. During the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911),Guangdong's garrison established batteries on the island. After the 1898 lease of the New Territories, Lantau became part of British 
Hong Kong, and the colonial government built facilities on the island, including the Tai 0 Police Station, and developed defensestrategies for the 
surrounding" waters. Local residents also constructed facilities such as watchtowers to protect against bandits. 

During the Second World War, Lantau Island was also affected. From 8 to 25December1941, during the Japanese attack on Hong Kong, Japanese forces 
conducted operationson Lantau and nearby islands . During the Japanese occupation (25 December 1941 to 30 August 1945), Japanese and 
collaborationist forces maintained a presence on the island to control the surrounding seas. The Lantau Company of the Hong Kong-Kowloon 
lndependentBattalion (later part of the East River Column) engaged in resistance activities on the island. After the war, the British maintained a small 
military presence on the island. 

Some remnants of defensive structures from the Qing era to the colonial period are still present on Lantau Island. By examining Lantau's military history 
within the broader historical contexts of Hong Kong, South China, and globally, the project not only helps preserve architectural remains but also raises 
community awareness on conservation consciousness. Additionally, the GIS-based database will provide researchers and the public with free access to 
historical and cultural data about Lantau Island, promoting the use of historical geospatial data in conservation, education, and tourism purposes. 
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