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Every insect plays an important role in nature, 
even if it is a tiny ant. However, the conservation 
of biodivers ity represents one of the greatest 
challenges faced by us, as reliable data for 
taxonomic groups representative of biodiversity is insufficient. Most of the biodiversity 
data are often limited to a few charismatic but species-poor groups. In contrast, groups 
like insects representing around 70 °/o of animal diversity are often disregarded, although 
their overall biomass and ecological roles are critical to ecosystems and humans. 
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Discovering and mapping Lantau's most abundant and diverse 
animals: the case of ants, bees, beetles and wasps 
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The team from the University of Hong Kong will address knowledge gaps & insects through 
a comprehensive survey of four major insect groups (ants, bees, beetles and wasps), with 
the aim of gaining insight into the diversity and distribution of about 1000 species on 
Lantau Island, as well as their conservation importance for Hong Kong. The project will 
use an integrative and vertically-stratified sampling approach to compile a comprehensive 
species list of these four groups on Lantau, and to support further classification and 
conservation efforts. Education programs and talks to share the research results and 
specimens collected will be conducted to educate the public on the importance of insects 
within ecosystem, their diversity, role for human societies on Lantau. 
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